maples artfully line either
side of the Yiale dei Pini, or
Pine Allée, of Parco Sigurta.
They come into their own in
the fall, when other Italian
gardens are dry and dreary.
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In Italy’s Veneto region, three generations
have transformed a ruin into an ode to the

arboreal » By Elizabeth Helman Minchilli .

Photographs by Francesca De Col Te;na. .
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||l. |||I.|||'.I.\.! ._|:|I|I_.'||-| lll.'llll'-_ Itas a Illl liks Fais1n

a child” save Ginseppe Stourta, |he words ar

|

surprising only in that they are spoken by a voung
man who, at 31, is one of [talv’s most cligible
bachelors, a compoisseur ol wine, and the prod
oo ner of a brand-new redl Ferrari. But what truls
excites him is a new iris catalog and the possi
hilitics it presents lor his greatest love, the Pareo
Giarding Sigurta, a sprawling 125 acres just
crtsile Vierona and mear the beautibul Lake Garda,

his unigque and magical varden is the exiremely
[ rsomal creation ol thre venerations ol thu
Siourta familv, Carlo Hi:;uH 1, Cadtnse [ s great
uncle, came upon the abandoned Villa Mallei
nearly sixty vears aoo, He had already led an
atlventurows lite, hirst serving in World Ware [ and
then heading off 1o Argenting in scarch ol his
fortume (having sold his watch o buy a ticker)
But homesickness and ambition brought bim back,
anil Iy ||.|;-!u'|:-‘-l.'.l:x-. s olstained the E'I'__|'.I*- Liy
distribuote a mew headache remedy, 11 tarned o
1o b a success, and Carlo's [ortune was made, In
1927 he foumded Sivurta Farmaceutici, which

I il ¥ | 1
e o ol |,._:._._-._, SHCT COIT R in Inaly

But by 1941 the Second World War hal erup il

andd el was i short -I|.|l|l|-._ sor Carlo headed to
nearby Valeggio, known for its line carriages, in

search of a horse and Lrage Lo gt B Lo we wrk cach

EMERALD MILES The centuries-
old cypresses, lefr, that line a
path have taken on a green
tinge from lichens growing on
their trunks. Below: A carved
capital on a folly, in the Hermit-
age, one of two Carlo Sigurta
discovered on the property
Opposite; Giuseppe’s beloved
Japanese maples glow in the
mist from the Mincio River

dlav. The propricior of the carriage shop mentioned
an abanedoned villa, built in 1693 and desioned in

a neo-Palladian stvle by Vincenso Pellesina, which
Carlo passed on his test drive. The house had
long sinee been abandoned, bat Carlo, entrancesd,
|---I:_'|'.I I||l |l|ll|ll riy, He ||| 1~|'-|!I-~ l|. ||||l.\.. VT,
when be realizcd there was no water on the land

|.||-.'I:_ ||I'.III vy a0 :-|-. nt 1'.||I|-|i:x|,u'.| I's || I|'.||

ancient water rights vave him permission .-IMI|I|IIII|

5
the nearby Mincio River, and his imasination
woenl intoo owveridrive

His father, a typographer, had alwavs encouraged
himn 1o becomae a [raamter, and now arlo's artistic
sensibilities came to the Tore, He installed a vast
il '-__':--:l.'|-| irrieation svstem Uatl turn il th
||.||L S o Aricas imlo '-I|-I'I'|I_ I I'.||l| TreeT
CX RIS I ler e -'.II'..-_'-.'-.i the conturies-old trees,
[LNTS AV EY FRR 'H"\.'l'.l'llll'\-_ l-.!L*-. I::.|||§-"~. anuld |l- |:\|..|| iy

to rrony, plamted new wordlands, cleared hills and







PERIOD OF REFLECTION

A view from the Castelletto
or Small Castle, opposite, with
one of the park’s many man
made ponds. Left: A group of
dwarf Japanese maples in their
fall finery, afftet by dark
green shade, Below: Another
pand, edged in coleus and
ornamental grasses, with its
bounty of water lilies

vallevs of seruly, and ol streams amad posnds the ballerina, do vous™ ( The latest ecological

.-Iu....-.a L.\..'lllll'_' his tisuch as light as possilils COMpromise is a b o cars; visIors mav moww
[ i""l‘ eventually becamee the focus of il a 6l [rassenger ram, renl [ i les ar electri
nclustrialist’s e, In 19593 Carlo retired 1o dedicatq secrlers, or wander the orounds frecly on oot )
himsell to it Toll-vime until s death, o 1952 L fortoitones cornbimation of time, mon
working closcly with Eweo, his sister's son and e ' cvr, it Lo mention unlimited water and
siilie b 1, SWIC far bl .|-|||||I- o, Noww the varden < SLCITm _'!-. undirmile |rdss o L] '_:I"|l Ny, the
15 overseen by Boeos amd s chilidren Cins [rypme and larmily has been able G incom [rorate & it of every
".l.l'__'i-l. “Much as tw '.'_.||.|. i has devel .|-~'-. 1 I|.I|._I intes the vas dronds, Y] Criuse P seems
nearky sixty vears, mv orandtather’s orioinal vision W 0 ey dh tail. I thee bris Allee, more than
still Tormis the backbane,” Ginsa RS '-.||!.|I'|k- [oall o wnilee oo straioht road Banked by a virtual rain
||. ||_|'L Was | S || a8 ey (LR s TFLTR It laasww ool prises anad l|..'l.ZI'I- L4 | pronints ol , “Linkor
m 1508 Car ||. s ||'|.:!|'. |!| rasuaded to allow it i'._ thie ireses have booan o cross E'll-!:lll.'lh )
visitors onlo U [preaprer Ly “His o Iy st s | ame going to have 1o II|IE wil them into bigaer

many vonlerences here. Mobel Price winners Lk,
Viexander Fleming amd Adbert sabin took every
dafuprot Lunrsily Lis -.|a:|." savs Lalus Ui Crver and
over again Carloowould hear the refrain *You really
should open the park o the pubilic, Teis too mag
milicent 1o ki I* hicliden Tor us jre ivili _|| [ow.”

S the paved roads tha T Deen added '_':-|I|I.I-I-.|"-

thriughout the park were bnally opened to cars
The road was very l\.l'l. HRILY _“'::I (L |l|l- .Illllni'.'-
My _'r'.!l:ll:.'.llll. AlWaEys OOl neel thiat the work
was so dillicul that a liter of wine was consumed
I3 I||-.' LR |-..'I s lior e |: meter of roa i. Ko ::Il'- I,
wie have thirty miles of road., That™s quite a it ol
WETT " Yol acss "||l.'|l- |"- e ||!'| -'.-.-: Eirid Irusleral
1 When visitors o II|||-|.||:|-.-| they could look
but nist touch, Carlo replicd delensively, “When

vorl oot the ballet, vour don’t expect to londls
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caiw { Raeeoli) and the forcheoming A Home in Ttaly




GOLDEN HOURS In auturmn,
B the lawns a5 well as the
maples. left, become 3 canvas
of yellow, orange, and red.
Below: A stone griffin, almost
submerged inivy, stands
watch over a fountain. Oppo-
site: Over the past fifty years
some 41,000 ancient box-
waods have been sculpted
into surreal presences.
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ANGELO TOSONI, WHO CARVED THE BC
UNDERSTAND TRIMMING TREES THAT PRODUCED NEITHER FRUIT NOR WOOD

'I“II:JHIL',]‘. \l'|!-1|.|!|||u them. | |IL; |3I-I'- Ine |||-' R NI] sanmie e, | In |l|-'l|'\-|l.'|!| i= |||.|| ||n' coliors A TNl
trasting calors next 1o one another” Ar thy it as pure aned vivid as at Sigurta, Our microclimate
rar 1 n, full of rare water lilics and '_'_I:-|-|“1-\|!|, i [ iI|!||l- mailile 1o I.|I.I|||J-. ate. The result is that they
announces, Wi are taking the goldbsh our and have many dissatished customers!™ And while the
replacing them with koi, whose colors will betwer park is the most popular during the spring anl
match the shades of the water lilies.™ At the summnier, “mw lvorite time,” conlesses Giis e,
secluded L'Eremo, or Hermitare, within a shady “is the aotumin,” 1t is then that his beloved maples
evergreen wood, Movart peosurs from the trees. arc at their prime, their Blindingly beautilul veds,
Iﬂl\"- o savs Lo |'I|H . "W |l! I"- i | Issli .|| MU Vi ”ll'.\.*w. .|.:|l| -_'|||||*- siebtena -| iy ||:-.' misls lrom ||II
here, chosen by my grandiather, to emiphasiz ||'u.' nearbw river, And the boxwaoods become surreal
harmeny he was trying o create in this corner,” presences in the hasy morning fog, =

]ll'. Areeent ||l\.:l\.'|\llilij'\_ '.'|.|||\_||_[|| sl \,.\,ll,l |||_[ L ..I|||| &

attention, remain one al the main attractions {a abour Parco Sigurid, includmg trovel informa

reeoenl consus !:-lll the number at more than ISE ] horirs, taen fo 1N, e 15
42 CHY—more than 400 of which are over 400
vears old). The twisted, sinuous '\!l.':lh sl o
of the older ones are the result of Gifty vears ol
creative ||‘|.|]|||I| L) I|'I. II|_r|||l ]-ll |I|'\-I|||| K\‘l'];l WS
it I||1. |'|II| || LEE] ||:|. |['|-|:||II r||-= |||;:.\ 5 |I-\.|r||'1 [ TR
the |'!nlul|*x woere himished, Tosoni de spaired at losing
such steady work. Carlo Sigura told him ollhand-
cdly, W hy dom’t vou oo teim those bushes? They
look a bit messy.” What at first scemed a Tolly
{Closoni couldn't understand trimiming trees that
prochuced neither frait nor wood) became a pas
stom, andd Tosoni spent the rest of his lile snipping
them o such an extent that Heney Moore onee
called them "living sculptures.” It now requires a
Leany ol :_!.EH!\.'I!I!. = Lis J\l. i |I III!I lissi |'|II..‘- 1||'~i:_[||.'q._

T |1|‘r-1|:_3i|||u1 the park are examples ol l-'i1l.'~|'|'||'l-."x
pet passion: Japancse maples, “The nursery where

wie ool these trees commplains that we are thew

worst customer,” Giuseppe savs and Laghs, “P'eo

ple see our maples, then go o them w order the







INFO

ach issue, we compde an sddrets

book flled with the vitals on our

fyvorite plant sources. organiza-
teoing, events, shops., furnishings, and
peaple, Prices are approximate and
do not include shipping and handhng.

Gazane ‘Daybreak Red Stripe” is
wvailable from Parkseed in packets of

15 sewds for $2.50 (BOO/B45-336%)

DIRT

® Papes 19-1312: For FAQs and products
contaning Dursban, go to the EPAY
weline; wenw, o pa. pow pesticides!
anouncementbB00 hom. To grow your

A Mowiiig, & production by
GardenHowse Dance, brings new
meaning 06 CuUltin® a rug {page 21).
For show times, call 40487001 17.

wn bonsai potato, order ong on-line
at www bonsaipotato.com Swolp
Dreams brooms by Marachi brpors
{BOO/ETI-T495) cast approximately
$23Mtarge, $1 ¥ medium, $1 1hwhush, I
you're concerned abaut vegetables,
keep up-to-date with nutrasenal guide-
lines and reports an the USDA's web-
sites wwwounda gov The Cook's Garden
specializes in organic seeds for cooks
and gardenery; call B00/457-9703 or wisit
www cooksgarden. com 1o Fequeit 3
catalog. Alex Jack published his research
in Lek Food Be Ilrr Medvme |One Paace-
fud World Press. 1979, §16); 1o order,
call The Kushi Store at BOO/6A5-8744,
To learn mare about Garrett Eckbo,
read the biography by Mare Treib and
Dorothes bnbert, Garrett Eckbo Madern
Landscapes for Livng (University of Cab-
fornia Press. 1997; 5400, Send Mame
That Garden entries to GARDEMN
BIyiGr, |00 Avenue of the Americas

”I:'.ﬁ-'-u.rr-. i I.IF..n.Ir. .Jm.l wekfalcift _fu'l'n.lll-.'"..r-.l 1I|[I I-I'-I1'|-|I winler .r:'.'lf:.lr||r1|!||_'.'r.'||.f1

Mew Tork, MY 1001 3; emuail
ynh,-ndﬂ:#:ﬁu;wnrldpuh meet; fas
FI2A4- 1 280, Three winners will be
drman Troen corregt entrscs. Botanica,
l'_ur Tewm Bardl, can be ordered from the

publisher, Aroma Edivons (S05/986-132),

for $75. Prepare your garden for allergy
season with Thomas Leo Ogren's book
Allergy-Frea Gardening (Ten Speed
Press, J000. $20); call 5100559. 1400 or
wrtil wowse penapeed, com. Yolipang Laibs
m haln e Wﬂll’ganx Lait: A Retro-
spective opens 38 the Hirskhorn Muse-
RG] W.'|§h||'|3l:;'>.'|. DC, on Der 26,
2000, ard Funs through |an. 21, 2001
It then wravels o fowr other LL5. cities
before elosing in Munich; lar informa.
g call 21 LM988-7T00

GROWING
B Pages 34-35: Japancse persimimdrnsg
[hatpyros kake ‘Jire’ and “Sheng are
available fram Edsble Landscaping
(BOOS24-4156) in galon pots for $26
Sonoma Antique Apple Mursery
(TOM433-6420) s2lls 4- 1o 5-fono
[wospyros kaki Hacheya' and ‘Fupw
trees for $25 each. Uncommon Fruits
‘Warthy of Attention, by Lea Redch, is
out of print but mow pailable on CO
Tou may c-mil any ngueres to
springtownidinetatepnes
[

[7raveL }
ARCO GIARD

mPages 36-37: Mary

varieties of erape myrele

are available fram

Carroll Gardons

(B00/638-6334),

including Lager-

sEroermid "o

[ J-gallon pot

$38.85). L "Zuni’,

and pen dward

warietsed, "Wictor

and '"Centennial’ {all

available in 2-gallon pots

foe 38 85%). Fantaseie Plans
{BO0FET-1912) carries Tacher” (S-foor
plants are $45) and ‘i’ {1-foor plangs
are $20). Fairweather Gardens (A56/451-
G361 ) carries ‘Matchezr” and ‘Pokomoke
|- to-dsfoot planes are about $20

m Page 18: Mative Seads Search (530
G2 1:5561; www mativesoeds org) sl
bilobed, dipper, and other bottle gowrd
warieties in packets of |5 seeds for §2
For birdhouse. club, and miniature boe-
tle powrds and other single vareties
[packees of 25-30 dor $2.50). call Seed
Savers Enchange (wwwssied Ursrs. org;
F19¢ 38259905, To bearn more about
pourds, contact the Cucurbit Moepwork
(TIBE01 -7 3TF, warw cucurbit.org ) o
visiy the Amenicn Gourd Societys web-
site, wwwameranpourdsocsety org.

i The scented Helleborers cyclo
phylius blooms from midwinter to
early spring. Heronywood Mursery
{wwwe heronswood.comg JAN28T
41 TJ] carries them for about 11

ROCKS FOR AGES

m Pages 41-dd: For stonemason Greg
Harmis, call GMH Stonemasonry at
T03&&0-3T29 We recommend these
bonoks for kearning more abouwt how o
build syone walls: Sionewonk and Mmonry

N0 SIGURTA, AND BEYOND

Yerona, Yicenza, and Yenice unfold with famed architecture, festivals, and country villas

arco Giarding Sigured (011 39/0045/6371033), pages $0-99, i located about

cight miles outside Verona, a quick drive from the city by car or taxi
The gardens are open from March § through November every day from 500 as.
to 600 R, Admission i about $8 for adults and $5 for children ages 6 to 14
Verona, the near neighbar of Vicenza and the legendary Venice, all in the region
longramn: as the Weneto, has fame and arcractens of ity own, The city is built around
a bie-first-century Roman arena, the site of a rencwned opera festival each sume-
mer, The tomb of [uliet {of the doamed bowers whom Shakespeare immortalized)
is hidden in the coisters of the Church of 5an Francesco al Corso, where the
pair were married. The | 2th-cemury Duome, with s Romanesque apse, and the
Bagilica of San Zeno Maggiore, with a triptych by Mantegna, are other highlights.
In Vicenza, it is the architecture of the great | th-century architect Andrea
Palladéo that attracts most visitors. Eighteen of his country villas survive in the
area, and his La Rotonda, with its perfect balance of bindscape and building, is
considered the ultimate realization of Renansanoe ideals, Morthwest of Parco
Sigurt is Lake Garda, one of the most beautiful lakes in [aly’s Lake Distrec: and
the source of the Mincio River, whote waters Carlo Sigurta 5o artiully employed.

SIR WALTER RALEIGH
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